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September 2015 

Last month I announced we hired a road consultant. This month the Road Committee 
met with consultant, Monty Wilde, to review his findings and recommendations. He 
recommended we repair all the roads in one project. The calculated cost is $847,289. 
This figure includes the RV Lot and is below the first projected $ 1.2 million dollar 
calculation. Bids could come in lower than projected. The Board voted to retain Monty to 
develop our specifications; release and collect the bids; and be our inspector for the 
entire project. The HOA is currently able to fund 50% of the total cost. Options to fund the 
remaining 50% are being explored. We will know more when the bids are received. Our 
goal is to have the road project completed by December. This is very exciting news for 
the project. 

The Board’s goal is NOT to increase homeowner dues  
or to levy a one-time assessment. 

Casey is developing a plan to control erosion. It includes adding waddles, replanting 
some barren areas, and investigating the feasibility of hydro seeding eroded banks. 
Pacific Green is working with Casey to improve grass area irrigation to reduce browning. 

The Board reviewed the HOA’s Reserve Analysis. It reflects a promising financial 
forecast for Crown Hills. We are currently developing next year’s budget. 

Candidates for the Board are Kathy Santangelo, Robert Soto, Mike Wilmers, and Tito 
Cruz. Read their bios in this newsletter. I encourage everyone to complete your ballot 
and drop them by the office before September 18th. Your vote counts! 

As this month comes to a close, I am very excited with the progress our Board has 
made in getting the road project underway. A special “Thank You” goes to the road 
committee for their valuable input. Our children will be returning to school. Please use 
caution and be extra alert while driving within Crown Hills.  

 ~Respectfully, John Slatinsky 
 

Crown Hills HOA Annual Meeting and Election 
Three (3) positions for the Board of Directors are available this election. Each household 
has three (3) votes. If you prefer not to vote, please follow the instructions in your voting 
material for returning your ballot. Please return your ballot! Thank you! 

Date: September 22, 2015 
Time: 7:00 p.m. 
Place: Clubhouse at 1821 Victoria Park Terrace 

Your vote is important! Your ballots may be dropped off at the Crown 
Hills office. Remember to sign and seal the outside envelope. If you 
have any questions, please contact the office. 
 

Fire Safety 
The fire season is now upon us. Many of our homeowners are unaware Crown Hills has 
a Disaster Manual. It is online at www.crownhills.org under “Documents”. Our manual 
has been reviewed and updated by the Alpine Protection District and Cal Fire. As 
homeowners, we need to be aware of what needs to done in the event of a wild fire. 
Please take time to read this important document. Copies are available in the office.  
Each month excerpts of the manual will be included in the Crown Hills newsletter. This 
month: 
Grab and Go Boxes (pg. 18) These boxes should contain copies of all your important 
documents such as insurance policies, birth certificates, charge card numbers, social 
security cards, electronic files, personal finance records, telephone and address books, 
tax records, vaccination records, and a video tape of your homes contents. These items 
will help facilitate the insurance adjuster’s loss report in the event of a property loss.  

President’s Message 
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From the Office Administrator 
Garage Sale - September 26, 2015  
The semi-annual garage sale will take place on 
September 26, 2015 from 8 a.m. – 2 p.m. All sale items 
must be removed from driveways by 3 p.m. The street 
should not be used for displaying items. 
 

Energy Efficient HOA  
Anyone interested in attending seminars held by SDG&E 
on how to make our HOA more energy efficient, please 
contact the office. 
 

New Year’s Eve Party!!!   
Did you attend last year?  We had such a great time and 
the place was packed!! Well it’s not too early to start 
thinking about 2015. Please reserve your seat between 
Nov. 1st and December 20th by purchasing your 
ticket. Tickets must be purchased in advance! No 
tickets will be sold at the door. Reserve your seat early! 
Make checks out to Crown Hills HOA and bring them to 
the office. Thank You! Carol & Greg 
 

HERO Program 
The HERO (Home Energy Renovation Opportunity) 
program provides financing for home energy solutions. 
This low interest loan is available for solar panels and 
other renewal energy projects. Find out more at the 
website www.heroprogram.com . 
 

Help Wanted  
Need part time help in typing book. Call 619.722.1021  
 
Candidate Biographies 
Tito Cruz 

I proudly served 24 years in the US Navy as a 
Hospital Corpsman.  I deployed onboard several ships 
supporting operations such as the Viet Nam War, 
Operation Desert Shield and Desert Storm.  My shore 
tours included assignments as a Paramedic and as an 
Instructor at Navy Regional Medical Center. After 
retirement, I pursued  my education and obtained a MS 
Degree in Environmental Health. I couldn’t get away from 
our wonderful armed forces so I was offered a position as 
the Navy’s Waterfront Environmental Coordinator where I 
trained our Navy ships personnel on environmental 
awareness. A promotion landed me the position as the 
Navy On-Scene Coordinator (NOSC) Program Manager 
for the Southwest Region. I ensured all spills caused by 
our Navy ships and shore commands were properly 
cleaned-up and reported to the appropriate agencies as 
required by law. I retired from this position in March 2015. 

I have been married to my wife Georgia for 44 years, 
and we both are enjoying quality time with our three 
grandchildren Julian, Juliette and Casey. 

In 1995 we were looking for a second home and found 
it here in Crown Hills. We both love it here and want to 
help maintain Crown Hills as a beautiful and safe place to 
live.  I greatly enjoy serving on the board and am looking 
forward to another term.  

Cathy Santangelo 
I have been lucky to be a resident at Crown Hills for 

almost two years now. Before I moved here, I knew for 
years that this is the community I wanted to be a part of. I 
made numerous offers before I found my home. I am 
excited to be a part of the Board, because I know there 
are many issues on the table this year to enhance our 
lives. I have served on the board at my condo in Hawaii, 
where I was born and raised. I have my California and 
Hawaii real estate license. Thank you for this opportunity 
to run for the Board.  
 
Robert Soto 

I was born in Bronx, New York. My father was in the 
military for 25 years, so I traveled all over U.S. and went 
to different high schools. I am married to my wonderful 
wife of almost 38 years, Rae Ann Soto. My son is Jeff 
Soto, current treasurer/CFO and I have two 
grandchildren, Addison and Parker. Rae and I have lived 
in Crown Hills for 5 years and 5 months. We moved to be 
closer to Jeff and his family. When we visited them here 
prior to moving, we loved the area and the friendliness of 
everyone here.  

I worked in the grocery industry for 41 years, from 
entry level to Director of Loss Prevention for the 3rd 
largest grocer in the country. I was also a Store Director, 
Project Coordinator, and Human Resources Manager for 
the company. I currently have my own agency with 
Farmers Insurance and have many clients in Crown Hills. 
We enjoy spending time with our family and traveling. I 
enjoy sports and actively played and coached youth 
sports for many years. I look forward to the opportunity to 
give back to the community and serve on the Board. I am 
a member of the Alpine Kiwanis, Vice President of LeTip 
of Santee, and member of Farmers Agent Catastrophe 
Team. 

 
Mike Wilmers  

I’m a new resident of Crown Hills, my wife and I 
having moved here in the Spring of 2015. Crown Hills has 
long been on our radar as a place we’d love to be, dating 
back 10 years ago when we rented a house here while 
building our home in El Cajon. We loved it, and now we’re 
back!  

My wife of 40 years and I are both East County 
natives – born, schooled and working here all of our lives. 
I worked in the wholesale horticultural industry for many 
years, starting out in sales and moving into management. 
About 15 years ago I decided to pursue my love of real 
estate and currently work happily in the residential side of 
the business.  

Debbie and I have two wonderful grown daughters 
and son-in-laws, and four grandchildren. We enjoy 
traveling and coming home, entertaining, and regularly 
attending church. I also love the game of golf!  

Serving on the board at Crown Hills would be a way 
of giving back to the community and doing my part to 
ensure Crown Hills remains a neighborhood folks want to 
move to and put down roots. 



Regular Clubhouse Activities 
  

Mondays  – Alpine Choral Rehearsal 7 – 9 pm 
Wednesdays – Card Games & Snacks 9 am  
   Contact Shirley 619.659.0562  
4th Tuesday – Open Board Meeting – 7:00 pm 
3rd Wed     – Greater Alpine Fire Safe Council – 6 pm 
2nd Thursday – Book Club – 6:30 pm  
3rd Friday –  Game Night – 6:30 p.m. 
  Contact Kathie 619.445.1174 
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Financial Report 
The Board reviewed the Financial Report for period ending 7/31/2015. The Operating Account balance is $10,827.09, 

the Reserve Account balance is $861,183.09 and the Accounts Receivable balance is $8,446.57. Pre-paid Income totaled 
$24,130.46 for this period. Monthly Income for this period was $62,143.00 with expenses of $37,761.00 for a net of $6,648. 
When factoring in the cost of the well, the Association is approximately $31,301 under budget year to date. Motion was 
carried to approve the Financial Report as presented pending independent financial audit. 

The Board and the Community Manager reviewed a draft of the 2015 Reserve Study prepared by Barrera and 
Company in great detail. The Reserve Study draft currently shows the Association’s Reserve/Savings to be approximately 
53% by the end of the current fiscal year but may change with the amendments. This item has been tabled for approval to 
the next scheduled board meeting. 

 

Presidents Report 
Road Project - See Presidents Letter  
Erosion Plan - Includes straw waddles, installing ground cover and possibly hydro seeding some areas. Pacific Green is 

working with Casey Myers to improve irrigation efficiency to the turf areas.  
The 2016 proposed budget discussions will begin with the Board of Directors and Community Manager working closely 

to develop the budget.  
 

Committee Reports 
Architectural 

The Chair of the Committee Pat Bowles provided a brief update regarding outstanding requests and issues. 
Landscape 

Water pressure was increased to allow higher elevations of the property more equal water coverage. A well area 
planting plan is being developed to be implemented as funds are available. Mulch from recent tree trimming spread 
through the common areas. Pam Whitefield has resigned as chair of the landscape committee. The Board thanked her 
for all of her time and dedication to the community. 

Well Water Operations 
Jim Hook provided a brief report for this period. As of 7/31/2015, the Association is approximately $32,964 under 
budget for water & sewer.   

 

Unfinished Business 
Cedar Tree Treatment 

Agricultural Pest Control has applied the second deep root feeding and fertilization in an attempt to save the trees.  
The Cedar trees seem to be improving with the treatments.  

Community Asphalt Repair/Replacement 
The Board is discussing funding of the project. Approximately half of the amount would be paid with current cash 
reserves. The remaining half would be paid through a bank loan. The loan would be paid back with funds saved on 
water & sewer savings. A vote of the membership will be scheduled to approve or not approve a proposed bank loan. 

 

New Business 
Pine Tree Bark Beetle Treatment 

The Board reviewed a proposal from Agricultural Pest Control to treat approximately 129 trees for bark beetles for 
$5,160.00. Motion carried with 3 yea, 1 nay, 1 abstention. 
 

Larkspur Slope Planting Proposal 
Pacific Green’s proposal to install shrubs and straw waddles along the common sloped area on Larkspur was 
reviewed.  Motion carried. 

Crown Hills Homeowners Association Stars  
Richard Leveille is our Star this month. He is always 
there to help when no one else is around. From fixing 
water leaks, shaving sharp metal, to umbrella rope and 
table repair, he is always ready to lend a hand to 
prevent injuries. It’s the little kindnesses in life that 
make all the difference and Richard goes around 
making good things happen all over Crown Hills. Your 
star is bright, Richard, for the owners of the HOA. 
Thank you so very much for looking out for us. 

 Board Minutes Summary -  August 25, 2015 




